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FINAL

Dublin Port submission to Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly
Draft RSES

16t January 2019

There are ten places within the Draft RSES where Dublin Port is referenced. We have commented on
each of these references as follows:

1. Page 12:

The Eastern and Midland Region is the economic engine

of the State and is on the trans European network linked

10 Liverpool across the Irish Sea and 1o Belfast along the

M1 Corridor. The Dubdin reglon 15 the main giobal gateway

to reland, with Dublin airport one of the fastest growing

in Europe and continued growth in intermational expores
through Dublin Port. The Eastern (mid-gast) counties have
the benefit of proximity to Dublin and & strong tourism and
Izicurg offering 25 wefl 25 good national and miernationa
conneciivity. The Midlands are 3 dynamic region centrally
located in the heart of lreland with a high-quality enviroament
and guality o fife and unparalleled national interconneciiviiy.

Comment: By comparison with the national economy {where the value of exports greatly exceeds
the value of imports), imports account for 60% of Dublin Port’s trade and this import trade feeds
domestic consumption. Dublin Port’s national importance arguably derives more from its role in
facilitating the importation of goods which Ireland does not produce than from the facilitation of the
export of goods.

While exports are important, they make up only 40% of the Port’s volume. We would suggest
rewording the above text to say, perhaps:

..with Dublin Airport one of the fastest growing in Europe and Dublin Port supporting the
national economy by facilitating both the import of goods for domestic consumption and the
exports of Irish goods particularly from the food and drinks sectors.
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2. Page 28:

Growth enablers for the Dubdin
metropolitan area include;

T T T e L

To achieve growth of 1.4 million peaplain
Dubidm City and Suburbs and 165 million people
in the Dubbn Metropolitan Area by 2031

To realise ambitious compact development targets
at keast 50% of all new hames within of contiguous
to the e sting built o are in Dublin End at

le=st 30% m other motropolitan settlements

To defiver dentified strategic development areas
atong hgh-guality public transport cormdors in
tandam with the delivery of mirastructure and

enabling services 1o ensure 2 stisady supply of sites

Re-intensify ermployment within the city and
delwer strategi emgioyment developrment
amas to strengthen enlerprise ecosysiEms

and sustain national econoimc growth

Enhance co-ordinaton acress Local Avthomties
and refevant agencies Lo promote more active
fand management and development of un
uhlised brownfield and pablic lands

Protect and improve 3ccess to the giobal
gateways of Dublin Arport and Dublin Port

Comment: No comment.

FINAL
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3. Page 6?7

5.3 Guiding Principles for the growth
of the Dublin Metropolitan Area
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Comment: As Dublin Port grows, road traffic volumes are increasing on the national motorway
network to the extent that access from the Dublin Port Tunnel could become an issue in the future
due to capacity constrainis not in the tunnel itself but in the receiving road network which connects
into the tunnel. It is suggested, therefore, to amend the above wording as follows:

... facilitate the continued growth of Dublin Port with improved access to/from the southern port
areoa and by ensuring the availabifity of road capacity for the movement of goods on the national
motorway network.
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4. Page?73

KEY TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
INVESTMENTS IN THE METROPOUITAN AS
SET OUT IN NATIONAL POLICY INCLUDE;

Roads

M4 Maynooth to Lezlip

AT from In 4 MED o Kilmacanogue
M3 Cionee to ME0

RS0 Dublin Port South Acoess

Adamstown and Nangor Road Improvemenis.

Comment: The Eastern Bypass is potentially very expensive and any proposal to develop it will be
hugely controversial. The reference of “M50" at the start of the fourth bullet point explicitly implies
that the Southern Port Access Route {SPAR) would be a motorway extension of the Dublin Port
Tunnel. This, in turn, implicitly suggests that the Southern Port Access Route would be another part
of an ultimate Eastern Bypass.

Linking the SPAR to a possible future Eastern Bypass could, unnecessarily, create planning difficuities
for DOC in the future.

It is possible to envisage the SPAR independently of a possible future Eastern Bypass particularly if
there is no interchange on the Poolbeg Peninsula for a possible future Eastern Bypass.

In order to facilitate a Southern Port Access Route either as an independent standalone route or
alternatively as an element of a possible future Eastern Bypass, it is suggested to change the fourth

bullet point to simply read:

e Dublin Port Southern Port Access Route (SPAR}
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S. Page73

Matropolitan Groanway Network

Greenways are high quality oyclewsys generally segregated
from traffic, and often throwgh parks and areas of high amenity
value such as coastal, canal and riverside routes. Where
greenways pass through a designated environmental area,
careful environemental assessment, routing and design wik be
regquirec to v oid significant impacis on habitats and species.

A rember of greemways are of strategic value In
termns of their length a5 2n sinehity, &6 B MEERS
of providing access to major recrestional areas in
the mounialnk, on the corst or n significaat public
pairks, and also as part of o connected Strategic
Mirtropolitan Greasnemy Networi. They include:
Ezst Coazt Route from Subton to Samdymouet
and extending north 1o nd nto the Fings! Way
with potentisl 1o create » wider East Coast
Trail from Rossleve to Morthem frefand

Royal Canal Greenway from Spencer Dock through
the northern mner suburbs along the canal to
Maynooth snd Mullingar with potential 1o link
into the Bublin to Galway Eurovelo route
Grend Canal Greenway from Dockiands
throuwgh the sowthern inner suburbs 1o Naas,
Newbridge and Kildare joining the Barrow
Way at Athy with potentia] to link to Cork
River Lifley Greenway from Dubilin Port along
the Liffey Quays to Lexlp. Cross-connections
are proposed thyough the Phoenix Park inking
the Royal Canalto the Grand Canal

Dodder Valley Greenwey, from Grand Canal Dock
along the river corndor wihich passes largely
through public perks in the southern subeerbs

ta the Dublin Mountainz st Bohernabreena

Western Canals Loop; & 40km long recreational
city loop linking the Grand Canal at Adsmstown
to the Royal Canal at Leixfipvia Griffeen

Valley Park, Lucan and the Liffey Valiey

Comment: In 2020, Dublin Port will construct a 4km recreational greenway (walking and cycling) on
the northern fringe of the Port overlooking the Tolka Estuary. Furthermore, DPC has obtained
planning permission to link this route westwards to Alfie Byrne Road (through East Point Business
Park) and southwards via a new bridge across Promenade Road to East Wall Road. These latter
elements could provide a key link in the Sutton to Sandymount route. |t is suggested to add an
additional bullet point above as follows:

Dublin Port 4km greenway overlooking the Tolka Estuary with associated finks westwards to Alfie

Byrne Road and southwards to East Wall Rood to provide a key link in the Sutton to Sandymount
East Coast Route.
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6. Pape 121
Dublin Bay Biosphere

31 1981 UMESCO designated MNorth Bul island in Dublin
Bay 2= # Bipsphere because of iis rare and internagionalty
important hebitats and species. To support sustsanzble
development, UNESCO's concept of & Biosphere has
evolved to include not just areas of ecoipgical value but
also the communities that live and work within these areas.
In recognition of the environenenial, secial and economic
irnportance of Dublin Bay the Biosphere was expanded

in 2015 to cover the entire Bay and adjoining emesirial
zone, where over 300 000 people live and work.

The Biosphere is managed by the Dublin Bey Parinership,
which includes the Local Authenities, Dublin Port Company,
Faike Ireland end the NPW 5. The parinership works

with communities, universities and schools 1o develop
opportunities for people and nature to connect. including
guided tours, citizen science events, becoming a volunteer
or joining the research neiwerk. The development of
Bivsphers branding also oifers opportunities for the
marketing of sustainable business and biosphere praducts.

Comment: No comment
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7. Page 150

Table 8.4: Hozd Projects for the Region
M7 Naas to Newbridge bypass widening
Dsberstown interchange and Sallins Bypass
M52 Ardee Bypass
M2 Siane Bypazs

R

£

JTERE
Admmstown and Nangor Road Improvements
Portlapise Soarthern Distributor Read
Laytown to Bettystown Link Road

Athy Southern Distributor Road

12 Rath Roundabout to Kilmoon Cross

H2 Ardee to south of Castieblangy

M4 Maynooth to Leixlip

M4 Mullingar in Longford {and Slign)

M from In 4 MED to Kilmacanogoe

M52 Tullamore to Kilbeggan

N3 Chonee to M50

M50 Dublin Port South Access

Comment: As discussed in Point 4 above, it is suggested to change the final bullet point to read:

s Dublin Port Southern Port Access Route {SPAR)
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8. Page 154

Thie NPF indluces High Guality imternetional Connecivity 3s o
Maiional Strategic Outcome and recognises the orutiad role
that the provision of high-quality international connectivity
has for overall international competitiveness and addressing
opportunsiies and thalenges from Brexit through investmenst
ies our ports and airporis, in line with secioral priovities
already defined through National Poris Policy and Mational
Ayiation Policy and signature projects such as the second
rumway far Dydlin Airport and major redevelopment at Dublin
Port including proposals for a southern port access routs.

Comment: It is suggested to amend the last sentence to read:

...and major redevelopment at Dublin Port as described in Dublin Port Company’s Masterplan
2040 (reviewed 2018) including a Southern Port Access Route (SPAR).
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9. Page 155

Saa Poris

lirdand's port and shipping services play an important role
as enablers of economic growsh. lrish poris are oritical
infrastruciure Yor international trade, with over 90% of
our international trage roving by sea. Ports alsp serve

as logistics and distribution hubs. The EMRA Region

iz home {0 the krgest sea port n the couniry - Dublin
Port- and alsp containg 3 number of regional ports of
significance and sraller harbours. These include Arkiow,
Brogheda Dundalk. Dun Looghaire, Greenore, Howth,
Wicklow and Warrenpoint in Morthern lreland.

Gven the nature and function of ports combined with the
$oration interfacing with the marine environment, there

is potential for environmental condlict with the e isting
ecpsystem. This sensiivity is further increased by the
proximity of most of our Region's ports to designated sites. The
appmach 1o port development in the Region shall adhere to the
Evropean Commission guidelines on the Implementation of the
Birds and Habitats Direciives in Estuaries and Coastal Zones.

As required by National Ports Policy (2013), 2 National Pprts
Capacity study has been commigsioned which will assess the
capatity of the national ports network. The maritiree economy
and its role 25 an enabler in effective regional development is
discussed forther in Chapter & Economy and Employment.

in terms of port facilities, National Poris Policy and the
ngtional hierarchy or tiering of ports recognises the long-
term international frend in ports and shipping towards
ncreased consolidation of resources in order to achieve
optimum efficiencies of scale. This has knock-pn effects
in terms of vessel size, the depths of water regquired a1
ports and the type and scale of port hinterland transpert
connections. National Ports Policy seeks to ensure that
the strategic development reguiremnents of Tier § Ports,
ports of regional significance and smafler harbours are
addressed 1o ensure their effective growth and sustemable
development at 2 netional and regionai levet.

The Assembly supports the role of all ports i the Region
and seeks 10 hamness econtmit opportunities from the ocean
economy and the Ports in the Region in resliging the full
potential of the occean economy. Pariicular regard is had 1o
the Government's integraied pian for the marine industry -
Harnessing Cur Orean Wealth (2012}, the Matienal Marine
Resestch and Innovation Strategy 2017-2021 (Marine Institute
ireland 20777, and Wreland's Ocesh Economy (NUIG, 2017}
EMRA supports the undertaking of a feasibikty study 10
sxarning the different options and potential for fecilitating
aftshote renewsble energy developenent at ports.

Comment: It is suggested to add the following sentence at the end of the second paragraph:

FINAL

In order to minimise potential impacts on EU protected habitats, brownfield port developments

which maximise the capacity of existing port sites should be prioritised over greenfield

developments.
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10. Page 156

Dublin Port

Dubdin Port is the largest port jn the cowmry handling aimost
£0%; of af! trade in Ireland and growth pf 25% over the lest
four years, In 2077 there was a record throughput of 36 4
million gross tonnes. a 4% noeese on 2006 Dublin Port is one
of fwe major ports classified as Tier ¥/ Tier 2 ports in National
Port Policy and categorised as core/ comprehensive ports in
the ELYs TEN-T network. Dublin Port is recognised in this draft
RSES 2= a critical national facility a key economic driver for the
Region and the nation and an integral part of Dublin City, in
line with the Dublin Port Masterplan 2040 (reviewed 2018).

Rogional Ports

The regional ports are recognised s this drahl R3ES as
mportant centres of economic activity, and the draft RSES
seeks to protect and support the role of regional pors as
econornic drivers for the Region. This includes ports Jocated
at Arklow, Drogheda, Dundalk, Dun Lacghaire Greencore
Howth, Wicklow and Warrenport in Northern irefand.

RO B ERARA wid spport? P

Prort a2 Port of Nanonsl hignifics

Forth =nd A3 o e CmrmEre [l dewasdopman,
e hiching Brmited mxpisricen ared drmg o

acoewt, moiuding tee Southerm Fo Acoes fouts

PO B30 EVRA wipports port s of R a
Sapiificans that serv an mportant g
andyor speriabned trades of mEitTw
M=SIrETENTS af regonal ports s hen
vttt thiest regional Calchmerds
will b adfiriretad Bt the Dromruon of iImproyed
aTEna rouften, Wiy e nedelaary SN et
;L 1o the rationsl snd regional rood etk
Oxpartiavimes tor e sre of ral, whene such gorts
e connerted 10 e rad nemwsrk = 5o promobed

REFD BTE: EMELA supDors s protecen of the
rraraee Dpkated Runcoicos of ports @ Uee Region in

oeder Ly vy the future robe of ports e SFREDC

rrarene Tl b ed g i perTecTEd o IndpprcEniats

il SR TiNg arhplirmley ecoradiic
usEs i eding the p tixl for tacilitaling offshan
rensewable snergy doveiopmant a1 ports

RPO B.IT: BMRA suppons the underiahing of masitalny
anidies L deterrming hie CLTPRE Capaty of porm

I il o 1o poimetial fof Ikt signifcant #fesom on
v i Eurppean wites includiog P and LA

Comment: t is suggested to update the first sentence in the first paragraph to read:

FINAL

..and growth of 36% over the last six vears. In 2018, there was a record throughput of
38.0 million gross tonnes, a 4.3% increase over 2017,
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