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23 January 2019

Mir Jim Comway, Director

Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly
Ballymun Civic Centre

Ballymun

Bublin

Re: Oraft Regfonal Spatial & Economic Strategy

Dear Mr Conway,

I wish to make a submission in respect of the 'Draft Reglonal Spatial & Economic
Strategy’ as pubilished by the Eastern & Midiand Regional Assembly.

1 am pleased to see a number of key objectives in respect of County Laois included in
the draft strategy:

¢ Recognition of the fact that Laais was the fastest growing county in the EMRA
betwaen 2006-2016, with significant population growth of 26% {compared with 23%
in the second-fastest growing county. Fingal).

® Portlacise being recognised as a key town for growth in the EMRA region (on the
same [evel as Tullamare, Longford and Meullingar) due to the sirategic location of the
town in respect of the M7 motorway and rail services.

s The Portlacise Scuthern Distribuior Road being recognised as a key infrasiructure
pepject in the ragion,

® Ap scknowledgemant of the urgent need for further job creation in Portlavise, and
the imbalance batween 33,244 resident workers and 18,505 jobs in County Laois.

e Graiguecullen being identified as a key town, and Mountmeillick being recognised as
a service town in the EMRA region.

& Provision heing made for the estimsted papulation increase to 97,500 people in
County Lacis by 2031,

However, | wish to express my concermn in respect of pretecting the policy of Laais
County Council with regard 1o rusal housing. R is recognised in the Laois County
Development Plan 2017-2023, that there is an individual housing necd for pcople in
rural areas, in particular on Iands which may be owned by farm families and/or other
pecple living in rural areas in County Lacis due to family or work connections with the
local area,

- Department of Justice & Equality
}' B 51 5t Sophen's Green, Dublin 2
Tal: 01 6028202

FINE GAEL E-mails mindstend®justive, i




Lismard Count, Fortianise. Co. Lapls,
R32 K732 Monday - Friday

Tel: 057 BEzoR1?

U'Hoore Striet, Mountmeliick,

R32 RE6S Tuasday a.m.

€ Maiks charde (lersu@ein iy

00

| feel that the current policy of Lacis County Council is correct and adequate in this
regard and | believe that this should be protected in the EMRA Regional and Spatial
Economic Strategy.

!would be grateful if my views as outlined above could be taken into consideration,

Yours sincerely,

Ut Riom 57—

CHARLIE FLANAGAN TD
Minister for Juslice and Equality

3 Pepartment of Justice & Equalizy
}.r_” 51 St Stephen’s Greew, Dublin 2
Tel: 01 6028202

FINE GAEL E-mall winistersyustice.ie




