Heather Cooke

From: [ Bradie B Eirgd £oi),

Sent: 23 January 2019 10:47

To: RSES

Subject: Submission to the Draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy {RSES)
Attachments: 20190108 RSES EMRA Submission.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear SirfMadam,

EirGrid Group welcomes the opportunity to make a submission on the Draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy
RSES) and requests that this submission is taken into consideration in the finalisation of the RSES.

Best regards,

Tomas Bradley, MRTPI
Senior Planner
Grid Development & Interconnection
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Disclaimer;

This electronic message contains information (and/or attachments) which may be privileged or confidential.
All content is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not
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the intended recipient please be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this
message is prohibited. Any views or opinions presented within this message are solely those of the author,
and may not represent those of EirGrid. If you suspect that you have recelved this email in error please
notify the sender immediately. Although EirGrid sésai@Silaud aiziivdts, it does not guarantee that
either is virus-free and accepts no liability for any damage sustamed asa consequence of viruses.

Seanadh:

Ta faisnéis (agus/nd ceangaltdin) a d'théadfadh a bheith faoi phribhléid né faoi rin sa teachtaireacht
leictreonach seo. T4 an t-dbhar uile beartaithe a bheith d"isaid an duine aonair nd an aondin chuig a ndiritear
¢ amhain. Sa chas nach t1 an faighteoir beartaithe, biodh fios agat go bhfuil cosc ar aon nochtadh, coipedil,
daileadh n6 uséid d’abhair na teachtaireachta seo. Is iad tuairimi n6 bartilacha an tdair amhdin na tuairimi
no na barulacha a léiritear sa teachtaireacht seo, agus b’fhéidir nach ionann iad agus tuairimi né bartlacha
EirGrid. Ma shileann ti go bhfuair ti an riomhphost seo tri earrdid, cuir € seo in il don seoltéir laithreach
le do thoil. Cé go scanann EirGrid riomhphoist agus ceangaltdin, ni thugann siad rathaiocht go mbionn

ceachtar acu saor ¢ vireas na ni ghlacann siad aon dliteanas as aon damadiste a dhéantar de thoradh vireas.
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Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly,
3rd Floor North, Ballymun Civic Centre,
Main Street,

Ballymun,

Dublin 9, D09 C8P5.

rses@emra.ie

23" January 2019
[By Email]

Re: Submission to the Draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES)

Dear Sir/Madam,

EirGrid Group welcomes the opportunity to make a submission on the Draff Regional
Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) and requests that this submission is taken into
consideration in the drafting of the RSES. EirGrid made a submission to the Issues
Paper Consultation on the 16™ February 2018 in which the strategic issue of the future
development of Ireland’s electricity transmission grid was highlighted.

EirGrid is responsible for the safe, secure and reliable transmission of electricity — now
and in the future. EirGrid develops, manages and operates the electricity transmission

EIRGRID

www.elrgrid.com

The Qval, 160 Shelbourne Road
Ballsbridge, Dublin D04 FW28, Ireland

Telephone +353 1 677 1700
Email info@eirgrid.com

grid. This brings power from where it is generated to where it is needed thmthohﬁ}g&@?ﬂﬁﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁ

Ireland. The grid also supplies power to industry and businesses that use large amoun
of electricity and powers the distribution network. The distribution network in turn supplies
electricity to homes, businesses, schools, hospitals, and farms.

In this context, EirGrid notes and welcomes several key policies and cbjectives in the
draft, in particular Section 10.3 Energy which highlight the electricity transmission grid’s
importance in supporting our society and economy. EirGrid considers that policies and
objectives which support a safe, secure and reliable supply of electricity need to be
explicit in the RSES in order to assist EirGrid in the successfully implementation of its
Grid Development Strategy - Your Grid, Your Tomorrow (2017b). This is imperative to
meeting national targets for electricity generation, climate change targets, and security of
energy supplies. The policies and objectives should be maintained in the finalisation the
strategy.

Under the heading ‘Decarbonising Electricity Generation’ (pg. 135) additional emphasis
on the transmission and distribution network in facilitating electricity generation would be
welcomed. RP0 7.34 is intrinsically linked to RPO 10.15 and the supporting infrastructure
is critical in enabling Ireland to meet its renewable energy targets and reducing the
country's dependence on imported gas and oil and reduce CO2 emissions.

RPO 7.34, which seeks to identify Strategic Energy Zones, should be given a priority if
Ireland is to meet its energy and climate change commitments. It should also be
expanded to identify strategic electricity grid zones/corridors - where the infrastructure
required to support Strategic Energy Zones can be accommodated in principle. The
Strategic Energy Zones should alsc remain flexible in terms of accommodating
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technology, given the range of technologies which are currently in development or may
develop in the lifetime of this plan.

The development of the transmission grid as summarised above and outlined in detail in
EirGrid’s Grid Development Strategy - Your Grid, Your Tomorrow {2017a) and associated
Technical Report (2017b), is of critical importance to support the economy and society, as
well as to realise the transformation of Ireland’s energy system to meet climate change
and energy obligations. Electricity infrastructure is critical for regional economic and
spatial development.

To ensure Ireland’s sustainable development and growth, EirGrid requires appropriate
and robust regional policy and ohjectives for planning the national grid infrastructure and
prioritising it appropriately in order to deliver national, regional and local benefit. In this
regard, EirGrid requests that the importance of the grid is acknowledged as a strategic
issue.

EirGrid is available to collaborate with the Assembly and to provide expert and focused
input into the preparation of the RSES, particularly from a strategic energy policy
perspective. Should you have any comments in regard of this submission please contact
the undersigned. EirGrid once more welcomes the opportunity to participate in the making
of the RSES and looks forward to further engagement.

Yours sincerely,

Tomas Bradley,
Senior Planner
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