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Mr. Jim Conway

Director

Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly
3rd Floor North

Ballymun Civic Centre

Main Street

Ballymun

Dublin

D09 C8P5

Good afternoon Jim,
1 trust you are keeping well.

On behalf of Weston Airport (Mr. Brian Conneely. CEOQ, Weston Airport, Backweston, Leixlip), Future Analytics Consulting (23
Fitzwilliam Square South, Dublin 2), Chartered Town Planning and Development Consultants, wish to submit the attached
submission. The submission relates to the public consuitation of the Draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the
Eastern and Midland Region published by the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly (EMRA).

The submission demonstrates the strategic important of this regional asset of Weston Airport, which has an important regional
role in South Dublin and Kildare and the regional economy. The airport plays a very important role in terms of international
connectivity for executive aviation (C-suite management in FDI, equine visitors, and so much more), but has also evolved and
diversified to utilise its large area and hangar space for the purposes of film production and major corporate events. This is an
area of huge potential and Weston Airport can play a key role given the dearth of suitable properties along the east coast of
Ireland (the only corridor international film productions are willing to consider in Ireland). A series of sectoral letter reinforce
the importance of this sector to Ireland in the global economy.

We look forward to an acknowledgement receipt relating to this submission.

Given the important role that Weston Airport can and does play in the future of South Dublin, Kildare and the Eastern Region,
should EMRA find it beneficial to meet with Weston Airport to discuss their ambitions for the massive facility and how its
potential can be truly capitalised upon in a plan-led manner, please do not hesitate to make contact with me.

Many thanks in advance for your consideration of this submission.

Yours sincerely,
Stephen
Stephen M. Purcell

BSc. (Hons) MRUP PG DIP IS MIPi FSCSI FRICS
Director



Future Ana |\/tiCS Future Analytics Consulting T 4353 (0} 1 639 4836
: f ; A Ltd. M 4353 (0) 87 63 44 507
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Dublin 2, DO2RV08 § stephen.m.purcell
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It is believed that the Weston
Airport is an underutilised asset
with untapped potential, as aviation
Is certainly considered a growing
sector within the national economy,
which acts as a gateway for inbound

capital investment and a facilitator
of economic growth, trends that are
of significance to the Eastern and
Midland economy







An Executive Aviation Offer - A Key Strategic Opportunity for the Region

Of most significance is the fact that Weston Airport
provides guality aviation services, notably executive

and business travel together with training services
which are considered a key growth sectors in the
aviation industry and has certainly provided substantial
contribution to creating a competitive business
environment. Chapter 6 of the draft EMRA RSES sets out
objectives as regards economy and employment. Most
relevant is section 6.4, which focuses on the region's
economic engines and their sectoral opportunities. The
role Weston Airport can provide in facilitating access

to international markets, and the provision of a well
serviced landbank conducive to new business formation
is undoubtedly in line with such criteria.

It is evident that the airport has a role

te play in improving the productivity of
business and in attracting economic
activities such as inward investment and
inbound tourism. The executive aviation
market is expanding and the presence of
an airport which has the facilities to cater

to this market will bring about substantial
ecenomic and employment benefits to
the region. Evidently, Dublin airport is key
to the region's aviation strategy, which
has experienced an ongoing increase

in passenger numbers leading to the
preposed development of an additignal
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terminal and runway. Additionally, the
potential for further increases in passenger
numbers due to post Brexit scenarios should
naot be disregarded. As an alternative to the
UK, Dublin airport may also benefit fram

US air passengers in search of the quickest
and easiest route into Europe. Given the
potential outcomes, the country's principle
airport is at risk of reaching saturation
levels and exceeding capacity. Consequently,
this could lead to a delay in services, with
detrimental effect to the region's executive
aviation offering. However, with a view to

a wider strategic approach to aviation in

the region, there appears to be significant
potential in transforming a challenge into an
opportunity, by encouraging and diverging
executive jet operators through the readily
available facilities at Weston Airport.

Critically, global accessihility is 2 key factor
for business location and success in all
regions, 8 component that is already in place
given the favourable spatial distribution

of Dublin airport with respect to Weston
Airport, optimally placed narth and west of
the metropolitan area, with Weston Airport
situated in a central location offering access
to both the capital city to the east and

the wider region to the west. Weston
Airport is currently being utilized by
executive jet operators. Due to the
aforementioned and foreseen increase
in volume of passengers at Dublin
airpert, there is potential for delays to
executive jet operatars and these jet
operators could be better facilitated
through a specialised service developed
at Weston Airport. The incorporation

of the airport into a wider regional
aviation strategy, provides a means

to benefit from the ideal spatial
distribution of the region’s airpert
facilities, allowing for wider economic
opportunity and posterity for the
region, exemplary of best practice
use of its assets, aviation services
and offering. The intended result of

the proposed would reduce pressure
on the resources of the country's main
airport and consequently enhance the
sustainability of both. Weston Airport
would be able to at least operate as a
viable alternative to Dublin airport for
executive travelers and in doing so,
both relieve congestion and improve the
transit times for executives travelling to
and from Ireland.
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Figure 1: Weston Airport illustrated in red and yellow on the Draft EMRA's Enterprise Development and
Innavation Assets Map 1o emphasise it's patential as an asset to the region providing for spatial distribution
of economic prosperity as part of 8 wider regional aviation strategy. (Source: Draft Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy for the Eastarn Midlands Regional Assembly, pp. 93)




Events Centre and Film Studios — Realising Untapped Potential

It is believed that including Weston Airport within a
wider regional strategy would also be supportive of
the concepts set out in section 6.3 Economic Strategy:
Smart Specialisation, Clustering and Orderly Growth
and Placemaking. In order to develop a competitive
and resilient economic base, the draft strategy seeks
direction from Enterprise 2025, setting out a 'renewed
sectoral cohorts” approach in order to capture the
benefit of unrealised potential. The application of
such an approach in context of Weston Airport and

its services would certainly assist in unlocking the
potential of the airport for the benefit of its business
and the wider region.

“ Demand for studio space infrastructure

is at a premium both in Ireland and
globally, and the lack of provision of such
infrastructure precludes large international
productions from investing in Ireland. ”

Fage @

Of significance is the recent interest

from the film industry both here and
abroad to locate to Weston Airport for the
development of studios for both film space
and series recording space. Demand for
studio space infrastructure is 4t a premium
both in Ireland and globally, and the lack of
provision of such infrastructure precludes
large international productions from
investing in Ireland. As an EU and English-
speaking member state, Ireland provides
a desirable location for film production,
however, without the provision of adequate
facilities this opportunity is being missed,
a gap Westan Airport can easily fill thraugh
the appropriate use and development of
its ample lands and hanger space. Westen
Airport provides a fast landing space

for cast and crew warking in the film

and television industry, and as stated, is
ideally positicned in close proximity to the
country's capital and central to the wider
region.

The presence of studios would create
new cpportunities and generate further
economic prospect benefiting both the
locality and the region as a whole. Screen
Ireland far instance is endeavoring

to develop long term and sustainable

relationships with Irish and International
production companies, a market and area
that is emnerging very quickly since its
decline during the economic recession. In
2016 the audiovisual and radio sectors in
Ireland generated a total of 16,930 fult time
equivalent {FTEs) of employment’. This
included 10,560 FTEs’ employed directly
within the two sectors themselves {direct
impact), an additional 4,770 FTEs?® generated
in the supply chain {indirect impact) and
1,600% induced impact® FTEs. In relation to
the film industry in Ireland, the reform of
Section 481 has been a significant catalyst
in the increase in production and since the
changes in 2015 we have seen an increase
in Section 481 expenditure from €118m in
2015 to £292m in 2017, Weston Airport has
facilitated a major internaticnal film festival
as well as provided production facilities for
Virgin Media Entertainment and independent
productions. (See letter of support from
Screen Ireland enclosed). In terms of labour
compensation the sector generated £790.3
millian to the Irish economy®, with a total

of over a €1 billion in Gross Value Added”

. Although these figures seem promising
the availability of suitable locations for
business — whether studio facilities or
affardable business premises - represents



a challenge far the screen sectors in Ireland.
This is a lost apportunity given that facitities in
the UK are regularly fully hooked and Ireland
could be expanding its position as an inwards
production destination, an ocpportunity that
could certainly be developed at Weston
Airport, as investors are keen on a Dublin
based location.

Figure 2: Aerial images of Weston Airport's
sizeable landbank illustrating the oppartunities
for development of alternative business offerings
such as audiovisual and radio. The airport can

he developed fnto a regional asset with potential
beyond that of a private airport.

'Olsberg SP1{2(017). Econamic Analysis of the Audiovisual Sectar in the
Republic of Ireland, A Report form Qlsherg SPY with Nordicity,

7 Ihid.

* lbid.

“ Ibid,

*The Induced impact refers to the additional ecenomic activity and
associated empleyment, labour compensation and GVA that occurs
when workers emploved at the direct and indirect stages re-spend their
garnings within the Irish econemy. Far example, when workers re-spend
their earnings in the domestic retail sector this Tncreases employment,
labour compensation and GVA in that sector.

= Olsberg SP1(2017), Economic Analysis of the Audiovisual Sectar in the
Republic of ireland, A Report form Olsberg SP1with Nordicity.

" Ihid




Accessing International Markets - Clustering Economic Opportunities

Due to the airport’s accessibility, it already generates
alternative direct and indirect business and associated
economic return. The equine industry regularly makes
use of Weston Airport's services, which sees an influx
in passengers for racecourse visits. This includes both
jockeys and their owners, as well as general visitors
to racecourses on race days or during horse sales.
The potential for further sports tourism is also evident
as the airport has been used for convenient travel to
the Aviva stadium and Croke Park, for International
rugby and football games and key games during the
GAA season. There are also surges in passengers

due to visitors to local golf clubs and other sports or
entertainment bookings. The airport also services the
main industrial parks for business visitors and is an
important link for business users living in Dublin and
working in the UK.
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The sizeable hangarage space at Weston
Airport is also supportive of event
erganisation, which has seen bookings for
large corporate events and exhibitions,

as wells as music festivals such as
Samhain, which saw Liam Gallagher as a
headline act in 2017. It has recently been
cited that attendance, at the International
Aviation Conferences, has increased by
300% since 2013 from 1,880 to 5.57¢
generating €9m to the Dublin economy

in January 2017 alone for these aviation
conferences. Separately, two conferences
in the last month hosted at Westan Airport,
accommodating 3.700 attendees, have lead
to the generation of €5.9m for the local
economy excluding hosting costs which
were approx. €1m extra®. Failte Ireland
also estimate that each international
delegate attending these conferences is
worth approximately €1,600 to the Irish
economy™ excluding hosting costs.

" Price Waterhouse Coopers, Aircraft Leasing Ireland {2019),
Contribution and Continuity of Airline Economics and Airfrance
Journal Conferences.

" Figures recorded by Weston Aviation Academy Limited,
awners of Weston Airport.

¥ Price Waterhouse Coopers, Aircraft Leasing Ireland {2019),
Contribution and Continyity of Airline Economics and Airfrance
Journal Conferences.



Fiqure 3; Images of evenis held at Wastan Airport,
The ample hangarape space attracts pumerous
event organisers and bookings.




The development of alternative business
offerings st Weston Airport would
certainly be in line with the concept of
clustering as defined in the draft RSES,
which sensibly is considered crucial to
the success of a new vision fer Dublin
and the wider region. In the context of

the ahove proposals, the region would

be demonstrating implementation of
initiatives that create, maintain, or upgrade
an economic stronghold, by strengthening
linkages or facilitating collective action

to improve a cluster-specific business
environment. Weston Airport can provide
the fundamental tinkage that allows for

a favourable business ecosystem for
innovation and entrepreneurship through
access to new international markets, in
which new players can emerge and thus
support the development of new industrial
value chains and emerging industries,
whilst ensuring the airport maintains its
essential operation, maintenance and
training functions.

The opportunities to be gained from
Weston Airport’s land bank sees no end
and is certainly responsive to the ever-
changing globat economy. For instance,
other cpportunities include the potential
for supporting start-ups and enterprises
through a business incubation unit,
Collaboration with potential partners such
as the Local Enterprise Office could seek
to enable such businesses to mature

a stage where migration to a busingss
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or technology park elsewhere in the
region becomes a viable option and thus,
further enhancing the economic value of
Weston Airport, Such an offering could

be comptimented by the opportunity to
develop a Centre of Aviation Excellence at
the airport. There are few locations within
Ireland which currently have the capacity
to offer the full range of flight training
options which are necessary to produce
the pilots and air crew required by
European airlines. National Flight Centre,
Pilet Academy, under new management,
is to the forefront of pilet training and is
located at Weston Airport. Pilot training

is a very regulated industry and needs

a facility like Weston to thrive where
pilots can do aircraft training as well as
simulator training and academic studies.
Further development of such a specialised
centre would result in the expansion of
educatien services at the site beyond
basic pilot training, and include all facets
of business aviation, including aircraft
maintenance and repair, ground handling,
administration and air traffic control.

It is evident from the rationale provided

here that Weston Airport can prove a
significant asset to the Eastern and Midland
region, complimentary to the successful
implementaticn of the RSES. It is trusted that
this submission and its pertinence to regional
objectives will be adequately considered when
finalising the strategy.

BSc. (Hons) MRUP PGDip IS MIPI FSCSI FRICS
Director
Future Analytics Censulting Ltd.

¢ .'.g:.fm ¢ e fl i

BA MRUP
Planning Cansultant
Future Analytics Consulting Ltd.
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Fis Eireann
Screen ireland

17 January 2019
RE: Development of Weston Studios
Dear Sirs,

Fis Eiréann/Screen Ireland is the national development agency for Irish
filmmaking and the irish fllm, television and animatton indusiry, investing in
talent, creativity and enterprise. The agency supports and promeles the lrish
screen indusirfes at major intemational markets and festivals, promofes
nward investment, the use of [reland as a location for international production
and provides support for companies fllming in Ireland. Screen Ireland, as part
of its role in promoting foreign direct mvestment in the areas of screen content
production, continues to monitor developments in relation fo the infrastructure
supply in Ireland for that preduction.

Screen [reland welcomes the proposed development of film studios and
related facllities to secure the susiained growth of the indusiry. This wauld
allow us to combine our wealth of creative fimmeking talent, our layered
history of storytelling, our dynamic locations and Infrastructure along with our
competiive incentives to ensure the future development of the industry ona
creative and economic basis. It is estimated there are more than 17,000 full-
time equivalent jobs in the Irish audio-visual sector and the gross value added
of the sector excesds €1 billion annually. The reform of Section 484 has been
as been a significant catalyst in the increase in production and since the
changes in 2015 we have seen an Increase in 481 expenditure from €118
million In 2015 to €282 million In 2017.

Recently, Ireland’s Department of Culture, Hertage and the Gaeftacht
published the Qlsberg SPI Report, which provides a strategic framework for
the development of Irefand’s scresn industries over the next five years, Also
published alongside this Report was & €200 million Audiovisual Action Plan,
which comprises a robust set of iniflatives based on the Report to facilitate
Iredand'’s screen industries in unlocking potential. A recommendation as part
of the report includes the creation and development of new infrastructure to
suppart the industry's expansion. Demand for studio space is at a premium
not only in Ireland but globally and this development at Weston Alrport will be
a welcome addition to the infrastructure in frelend. Over the past year we
have seen a dramatic increase in requests from Intemational companles
locking te locate production of feature films and episodic drama In Iredand.

Screen Ireland supports the development of this exciing new facility In
Wieston Airport that will enable the Industry’s infrastructure and telent base to
grow and expand; strengthening Ireland’s reputation as a key player in the
global audiovisual creative economy.

Yours sincerely,

Steven Davenpor
Inward Production Manger
Screen Ireland

info@screaniraland.ia
www.ecresnireland.fa
353 91 581 338

dami Hickey

Comrahtai s Baned Memban
Or Annda Doenin
CathagideschsChae}

Lurry Batn, Mark Somon,

Kutis Holly, Ruchel Lyraght
Knba McColgan, Marisn Cuinn,



Film Space Praviders Ltd.
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expandson potential, Ashford Studsas In Sauth Wigkbaw is too far away from Dublin and its hotels and.
Airport, and Tray Stedies in Limrick suffers from an smeat complete absence of iocely Baded ervw,
frting in costly annrmenadation Dils. A2 & retult of the these shortooimings with our erallsbia
fiudeas, we hive seén and continue to see visiting produters Tavour the contept of repurposing
vacant cammereial OF industeial 3peoe doter (o DUble, and Fmspace have mare often than vol
Beer 12 the farefront of 1heir endesvours o Find a switable pace

Do UF years of operation wi have COME aCross sumedous commancial or industral properties
that have findd warying degrees of studio patential but ngthing we hive «ver previously managed has
come even remately cibse 14 Weston Aldport if terms of fts S attrackiveness and suitability. it
benefits from  dynamic and enthiniastic owner and 3 dedicated and professionnl staff, ol of whom
fave embraced the mudio conpept and become sptustomed and acclimatised 40 Uhe unique neads
and requirementis of Bty 30 TV customars, § benedis mssively from its focatan. bring so clote 1o
Whe city tentre: ared thes alrport and having within its 16km prduction radivs 2 huge sl wried renge
of attragtive fming locations. )it hangsrs are vast, antd possesiad oF the high caiting helghts s wey
saupht after by prodiecers. I wast acrespe it buge “back bot”, stunt and nom-studie fming locaticn
potentsl, I3y withaut hesitatlon hat Weston as o site surpasses any of the other sites tumently
beirnge riened as possibile studio lOLakion: iy some clear distance, Fhis apiMen it not unigee to
Filmipace, and i shaned Iy Seoven irakand [forcmerly the lrish FBim Boand) srd the many potentlal

CUSIOmErs Cortently enquining a8 1he potential mailability of the sie for projects commencing as
carly a5 the summer of 2009,

8y wisy ol conduaion, would begin by making the shmost cerianly unnecessany bl nonetheles
impariant chscrvalion that the benefits to the kacal economy thit scerat frsrn the presenoe of a
furztaning Miow snd TV studio are vast, and transeeid the oldows requiemerts for focally seurced
goods and services Broductions Based In Wirston wil seel 1o undentabe location firing a5 close to
110 Sbuilios 33 15 possibie, speading their location Budgets lovally. The gresence of the studos wauld
create a sequinement for keal thew snd all manmer of (reting, and develtoment epportunities
waild atise, Ry &2 observation waukt be tat Courly Gublin s eusrertly completely devoid of ary
stadin faies whatsoever, and with the excaprion of the sevenely limited Ardmore Studies, this
shertfall extends 1o the Greater Bndilin Regior

Wy final poinit is thas the potentislef the Dublin reglon to broome 2 Rading European sroduction
emvironment will remeia Lnrealised withaut studicos. Thera |5 no daubl abiut thix, We nes them,
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Respacafully
Conor CFlamol

Filmaparce Providers Lrd
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